
by LAINY BARNES ððREPORTER  

ASHLYNNE TESSIERððCO-EDITOR  
 

 After an hour delay due to weather conditions and persistent lightning, the ñpi¯ce de r®sistanceò or 

highlight of the week officially commenced and the crowd was wild! Supporters arrived dressed in black and 

gold, all amped with unarguable team spirit. Immediately into the game, we picked up a streak of touch 

downs, leaving us at half time with a positive outlook and score of 21-7. Although our beloved mascot was 

missing from the evening, (*cough *cough, Sheaon Mayes on the homecoming court), itôs safe to say that 

everyone enjoyed the equally enthused Nelson and Nelson Chiropractic Center man. During half-time, our 

beloved players took a break for the annual crowning of our homecoming court winners. The highest of all 

royalty, the king and queen were Terri Marley and Jacob Gallimore. Even after a twenty minute break, the 

bears didnôt miss a beat and were back on the field, taking down those Cavaliers. ñIt wasnôt even about it be-

ing the homecoming game,ò said Eric Bugdanavage, ñItôs just another game. Youôve got to play as if it were 

your last.ò Coach Hackett thought, ñThe defense held greatly on a vastly improved opponent and our offense 

held on for a hard-fought win.ò Coach Meininger also stated, ñWe played an improved opponent and our ex-

perience and skill helped us pull away from the other team and ensure our team a win in the second half. Our 

defense had a good showing when they needed it.ò Overall it was a good game, winning, 42-21, and we are 

already looking forward to homecoming time next year. WAY TO GO BEARS!! The game was a pre moti-

vating event for when our bears took on South View for the ñBattle of the Bridgeò Trophy. The bears were 

victorious and we got our trophy from those kitty cats. GC is at an ultimate high. Ferocity was on that field 

and our boys took down their opponents as they always do.  Overall those football players bring spirit to this 

school, depression to others and pride in each individual student at Grayôs Creek High School. To the students 

who donôt normally go to our games, itôs not to late! You know weôll be kicking tail for the rest of the season! 
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Grayõs Creek on Deck!  

And the Countdown Begins 
by MICHELLE FLOYDðPR TEAM  

 For the class of 2012, senior year has finally arrived! Many of us 

have already began the countdown for June 8th and are more than ready to 

be on the way to wherever the future will lead us. However, looking back at 

the past four years at Grays Creek High School, weôve had a great run.  

 Weôve experienced two principals, the first homecoming parade, two 

football conference championships, our principal and athletic director in 

dresses, and all of our individual memories with each other. The relation-

ships and friendships we have made in the past years will always be irre-

placeable and cherished.  

 With all the excitement that 

senior year brings, there is also stress 

for many. For those going to colleges 

or universities, senior year can be 

filled with standardized testing and 

tons of applications. Those who plan 

to go into trade or to work must find a 

way to make money and keep up with 

what they are accustomed to. Each 

senior has their own plan on what they 

want to do, and each is responsible for 

making it happen.  This year is the end 

of the beginning of our lives. After June 8th, we will be graduates and re-

gardless of what we choose to do after high school, we will soon be on our 

own.  

 Senior year is an exciting year full of emotions for everyone and 

surely each of us is determined to make this last year the best in our own 

way.  What used to be an ordinary football game turns into ñour lastò.  With 

each new ñlast timeò, we will remember all the fabulous times weôve had in 

the past and everything our future holds.   

by BRANDON WESTððREPORTER 

 DAôSHIA PARKERððDESIGN EDITOR 

 Do you know our wrestling coach, Coach Lynch? If you an-

swered ñyesò to the previous question, you may also know that he 

has been inducted into Pembrokeôs Hall of Fame. He has achieved 

this honor by wrestling to the top of peopleôs expectations. 

 Coach Lynch has always been very passionate about wres-

tling, even in his high school years. Lynch wrestled at Terry Sanford 

High School and excelled even then. After high school, Lynch at-

tended the University of North Carolina at Pembroke, and continued 

to wrestle there. He continued to succeed, and received many 

awards from wrestling meets, tournaments, and even some from his 

teammates. Pembrokeôs wrestling team had an interesting tradition 

for distributing certain awards. Once a year, the team would vote on 

accolades for each other, and one would receive award(s) according 

on who received the most votes per caption. Lynch, for all four 

years, received the ñHustlerò award. This is awarded to the person 

who works the hardest on the team. Lynch graduated from Pem-

broke as a four year letterman, which is someone who play varsity 

for all four years. Coach Lynch also was nationally known for his 

exceptional wrestling skills. During college, Lynch was an ñAll-

Americanò wrestler, and after he graduated, he was an assistant 

coach for the USA team ñFreestyle Greco.ò 

    Coach Lynch was honored with this for many reasons. 

Some of these being that he is nationally known, and started some 

wrestling programs in the area. Lynch started the first wrestling rec-

reation programs for Robeson and Cumberland County. Lynch used 

his experience to help children learn how push them selves to their 

limit.  

                                                               Continued On Page 8 

Lynch: Pembroke Hall of Fame 
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 People all around the world are in 

toxic relationships, even people in our 

school. Take a look around you. Chances 

are a majority of the people near you may 

be in ñtoxic relationshipsò. You might be in 

one, without knowing it. There are several 

hints to discover you ñtoxic relationshipò. 

 If you or your partner has a lack of 

trust for one another, then you might want 

to start looking for other clues. Lack of 

trust leads to several other problems in re-

lationships. It takes two people to make a 

relationship work. Both of them have to 

show the other that they love, trust and care 

about the other. If you both donôt well, then 

you will find the first sign of a ñtoxic rela-

tionshipò. 

 Disrespect is the second sign of 

toxic relationships. Everyone wants to be 

treated fairly and feel important. Donôt 

treat your lover or a friend as if they donôt 

matter. Make sure you guys communicate 

well, listen and talk about different ideas 

together. Never take them for granted and 

always treat them as if they are a prince or 

princess. 

 After a period of time people seem 

to forget that they need space. Relation-

ships do not function well with no space. 

With out space people start to yell, argue, 

and act bitter to-

wards each other. 

Besides absences 

makes the heart 

grow fonder. 

Youôll be happier 

together once you 

get to see them 

after an extended 

period of time. 

Grays Creek High 

School student, 

Carly Byrd, once 

dated a guy that cheated on her twice. She 

found out through noticing some small 

changes in his behavior. First he wouldnôt 

text her for an entire day. Once she finally 

contacted him, he would make up some ri-

diculous excuse for why he couldnôt do any-

thing. Carly knew something was up so she 

called it off. 

 Victoria Dale, can also teach a great 

amount about ñtoxic relationshipsò. She has 

been in a very abusive relationship and also 

one where the guy came off as extremely 

moody. ñHe was depressingò, Victoria said. 

She noticed that she always had to 

compromise her happiness for him. 

When you go to 

break up with some-

one who has an ag-

gression problem, 

break up with them 

in front of a crowd so 

that the people sur-

rounding you know 

and if he decides to 

get rough they can 

help. ñDonôt be 

afraid to tell some-

one if youôre being 

abusedò, Victoria Dale, demanded. 

 Once you have come to the 

conclusion that you are in a toxic re-

lationship take these steps. Remem-

ber the bad, Break it off, create a 

buffer, and know that it takes time. 

Remembering the bad will help you 

build the strength to actually break it 

off with them. Create a buffer by 

getting rid of all the mementos and 

donôt go or do things that remind you 

of them. Know that eventually in time 

you will get over the pain and move 

on to something way better. 

Toxic Relationships  

by TAYLOR EDWARDSðPR TEAM  

  

by SHEAON MAYES ððEDITOR-AND-CHEIF 

Driverôs Ed freshman year; what an experience for those who 

have never driven and those who have practiced prior to the 

actual class. You get to the class with zero excitement for the 

knowledge that comes from the classroom. All you care 

about is that moment where you are placed behind the wheel. 

From this point in time, you anticipate the future driving with 

your parents, the trips to the DMV for your permit and li-

cense, and cruising around town with music blasting from 

your radio while you and your friends sing at the top of your 

lungs with no adults present. You never notice your driving 

errors or fathom the thought of possibly being in a collision. 

 Motor vehicles crashes are the leading cause of death 

in people amongst the ages of 15 to 20. Approximately 5000 

teenage roadway users die a year. 16 year olds have higher 

crash rates than any other age group. Since 1998, the amount 

of teenagers perishing in car crashes as decreased slowly. 2 

out of 3 of these teenagers are males. Drivers under the age 

of 24, male or female account for 26 billion dollars of the 

total costs of car accidents in the US.  Our peers are more 

likely to get into accidents than the old timers we make fun 

of. Teenagers fail to realize the severity of the climbing epi-

demic.  

 Our legislation has banned texting and driving to decrease 

the death rates but simple driver errors are also at fault for the col-

lisions. Donôt get distracted on the road. Itôs a safer road when you 

are paying attention, observing and prediction another roadway 

users actions. Adjust your music with your eyes on the road if 

youôre capable of multitasking. That may be impossible for the 

students who canôt walk down the stairs and maintain a conversa-

tion. If that is you, keep your hands on the wheel, 10 and 2 or 3 

and 9.  

 This article may be a blurb of the information  you missed 

when you were zoned out in Drivers Ed or a continuation of the 

never ending lecture you hear from your mom right before you go 

hangout with friends. It may be something you glance at without 

considering it significant but its vital. Driving is a privilege and a 

responsibility. The road is no joke and spares no mercy. Remem-

ber that the next time you crank the engine up and head out to 

those country back roads. 

Road = No Joke  

by BRANDON WESTð

REPORTER 

FREE REFILLS! Were you 

able to participate in the Kanga-

roo Expressôs promo for 

ñKanga Cupsò this summer? 

Kanga Cups were refillable 

plastic cups that were sold for 

$6.99 over the summer. These 

cups were a MASSIVE success, 

and people had a very hard time 

finding any in stock. You might 

be thinking, ñA $7.00 plastic 

cup? What a rip off!ò, but the 

huge selling advantage of the 

cup, is that you received free 

refills for the WHOLE summer. 

This was a huge success. 

 The Kanga Cups sold 

very quickly, and many people 

did not have the chance to buy 

one. Every Kangaroo express 

sold cups for the promotion, and 

after the first week of summer, 

they were almost impossible to 

find. Mandie Marley says, ñIt 

took me three trips to the Kanga-

roo to finally get a cup; I love my 

cup. I used my cup mainly for 

free icees, it was very conven-

ient.ò Some people were not so 

lucky, and could not find one at 

all. Tiffany Oôclair says, ñWe 

The Kanga Cups were definite-

ly the fad of the summer. Most 

people do not ever use their 

cups anymore, because the pro-

motion has ended. What people 

donôt know, however, is that 

you can still fill up the cup for 

fifty cents. Itôs not as good as 

the free drinks during the sum-

mer, but it is better than $1.89 

for the same thing. 

Summer Hit: Kanga Cups 
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ñThey make posters!ò This is an 

answer to the question, ñWhat does the 

SGA of GCHS do?ò Although, making 

posters is the least of what our Student 

Government does. Of course, poster mak-

ing is essential to advertise all the events 

SGA hosts. Grayôs Creek High Schoolôs 

SGA manages the annual, ñMiss Grayôs 

Creek High Schoolò Pageant, The Powder 

Puff football game, Homecoming Court, 

Victory Junction charity, the can food 

drive, and many more significant events. 

One of SGAôs biggest, time con-

suming, and stressful events is homecom-

ing week. This week is the beginning of all 

their annual activities. Members of SGA 

say that this week can be overwhelming 

and make them feel as if they arenôt doing a 

good job because of the nagging students. 

The SGA is responsible for the joy of this 

entire week. They put the joy and the pep 

into the student body by creating excellent 

spirit associated events. SGA manages the 

GCôs annual parade, too. This is a memora-

ble event for everyone including the stu-

dents of the middle and elementary school. 

Ms. Leandra Barriage also known as 

ñMomma Bearò to her SGA cub feels Sa-

brina Garner stated proudly. The leader of 

the leaders also feels a the bonds that 

forms between her and her club. Ms. Lean-

dra Barriage also known as ñMomma 

Bearò to her SGA cub feels as though she 

has a personal connection to each of the 

members. Although she is sad to see them 

go, she is always proud of her pupils. Ms. 

Barriageôs favorite part of SGA is building 

the close relationships and having her stu-

dents keep in touch after they are no long-

er a student at Grayôs Creek. 

ñI think that Grayôs Creek is the 

best schools in Cumberland County,ò Mr. 

Aldridge once told the Grizzly Gazette. 

Apart of being the best is having the best. 

The foundation of Grayôs Creek is itôs well

-rounded students and motivating teachers. 

Ms. Barriage does her best to make sure 

that the leaders of this school are qualified 

and diligent in all their tasks. Grayôs Creek 

has a wonderful, hardworking, determined 

student government that allows them to be 

the best school in Cumberland County. 

Our student government never fails 

to motivate the athletes of the school. They 

give GCôs elite athletes bags of candy with 

stickers that have encouraging words on 

them. SGA doesnôt only recognize the su-

perstar football players or the top notch vol-

leyball ladies. They always remember to in-

clude the ñlittle guysò, the ones who arenôt 

always recognized in their sport. 

With all the work SGA members put 

in, one canôt help but to wonder what they 

get in return. Leadership never ends and 

leaders donôt ask for anything in return for 

their dedication except success. Its hard 

work to manage a senior float for a parade 

that could only last for ten minutes or raise 

5,000 dollars for a child who life to attend 

the Victory Junction Camp. Because our stu-

dent government is such a close knit group, 

graduation is always a bittersweet moment 

for the elite club. All the time spent coordi-

nating events doing charitable acts really 

allows the members to get closer. ñI feel like 

this a family even though this is my first 

year in SGA,ò Sabrina Garner stated proud-

ly. The leader of the leaders also feels a the 

bonds that forms between her and her club. 

by SHEAON MAYES ð-EDITOR-IN-CHEIF 

Sneak Peek at our Leaders  

 Rain, thunder, lightening, rain, lightening, lightening, lighteningé.GAME TIME! Friday night brought frustration to those elected 

as our 2011 Grayôs Creek High School  Homecoming Court.  As the weather refused to let them take the field as scheduled at 7 oóclock, 

the court took refuge inside to protect the beautiful dresses, up doôs, and snazzy suits.  Finally at halftime, they got their shining moment.  

As each couple was announced, and took their designated places on the football field, tension rose and the anxiety radiated off of each boy 

and girl. According to many contestants, they had never been more nervous.  After anxiously waiting, the winners were announced. Our 

2011 Homcoming Count and Countess were Madison Perry and Devon Parker; our Duke and Duchess, Sarah Watson and Tyler Clark.; 

Prince and Princes, Hannah Godbold and Jacob Shultz.  Our super popular and well loved Baron and Baroness were Emily Bledsoe and 

Tyrus Cromartie.  Finally, the results we had anticipated the entire homecoming week were announced in less than thirty seconds. Our 

most royal King and Queen were Terri Marley and Jacob Gallimore.  Each boy and girl apart of Homecoming court looked absolutely 

wonderful that night and were all deserving of the coveted title. In the end only a few could win and those that didnôt, although disappoint-

ed, were proud of their peers.  Congratulations to the 2011 GCHS Homecoming Court and Royalty! 

by CELESTE KAPITANððPR TEAM 

Royal in Bad Weather  

September 28th, 2011:  the perfect evening for an intense game of powder-

puff football.  The senior girls and junior girls took the field with ferocity 

running through their veins.  The entire first half brought frustration for 

the senior girls, as two touchdowns were recalled due to ópenaltiesô.  They 

dominated the first half but the second half brought a new wind.  The jun-

ior girls stepped it up and worked their way to their first and only touch-

down. The juniors also made their extra 2-point run.  Violence worked itôs 

way sneakily onto the field and tempers flared.  Some say the refs helped 

the juniors, some donôt.  Weôll never really know but congratulations are 

in order to the juniors who ended in victory with a 8-6 lead.     

Girls Gone Wild 
by  CELESTE KAPITANð-PR TEAM 



SPIRIT WEEK 

Page 4                                                                                                                   THE GRIZZLY GAZETTE                                                                                              OCTOBER 2011 

This Is How  


